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CIRCULAR NO. BEN/KOL/29
        TO ALL UNITS / MEMBERS                DATE: 26.04.2018

MAY DAY
“Man of Labour, up, arise! / Know the might that in thee lies”    -    Albert R. Parsons

“The day will come when our silence will be more powerful than the voices you are throttling today” – Last words of August Spies.

In those days the workers were in an appalling state, being coerced and intimidated to work for 14 to 16 hours a day- from the sunrise to the sunset at a stretch. A strong 35000 workers in the US hit the streets in a General Strike demanding 8- hour working day on May 1, 1886. Two days after, the police opened fire on innocent protesting workers at the McCornick Reaper Works in Chicago, killing six and wounding unnumbered ones. But it could not extinguish the fire of protest. To protest against this brutal police attack on the striking work force, on May 4, 1886 at the Hay Market Square there took place a mammoth rally that ended up in bloodshed and loss of life of Leaders of the movement and innumerable workers. 


Organised by the Labour Kisan party of Hindustan India’s very first Labour Day was celebrated on May 1, 1923 in Chennai, on Marina Beach in which a resolution was passed that the Govt. should declare May Day as a holiday. The successive Governments in India have unleashed increasing attacks on workers and their unions by changing Labour Laws to suit the purpose of the Corporates. Today Govt. is up on the Public Sector Banks to disinvest its shares which have hitherto been the foundation of country’s economic sovereignty and acted as a catalyst to ensure Green Revolution, White Revolution, Revolution in fish and husbandry sector. In its every action Govt. is found to promote jobless growth indirectly supporting the marauding of public wealth by the corporates. The casualisation and contractualisation of jobs, the hire- and- fire policy and disappearance of social-security benefits have created stark imbalances in society. Govt. attacks on common people are rampant today. Piling up of Corporate debts for non-payment of loans has resulted in mounting NPA is Banks. As a result, 11 Public Sector Banks have been brought under PCA. RBI has miserably failed as a Regulator to monitor the Banks and only after PNB fraud has started Risk Based Supervisory Audit in all Banks as a corrective measure at late hours. Demonetisation Drive without replenishment of the demonetised currencies and imposition of GST have caused job loss in SME, construction and agricultural sectors. While corruption has been wanton and rampant. The ‘bail-in’ Clause in FRDI Bill 2017 attempts to transfer money from the hands of the poor and the middle class into the hands of the rich looters via the Bank’s route. The struggle is imminent to combat all forces to keep the Public Sector character of the Banks intact for which it is essential to forge solidarity and unity at all layers, all levels irrespective of all colour, creed and dogmas.    


Comrades, let us take a pledge on the May Day to strive unitedly to snatch all our legitimate dues and keep all our hard earned rights protected and fight against all attempts of privatization of Public Sector Banks and entities. Let loose by the Govt. and the management and to wage all battles to achieve triumph of the causes of the working class. 




“Long Live the Martyrs of May Day”  
May Day Zindabad.
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